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been nourished by Curzon was extinguished. Probably the loss
of the man she loved inspired the lady to such irritation that she
banished Moore's hopes for ever, for Curzon married the mother
of his beautiful daughters in April, 1895, a month before the death
of Moore's mother, of which event he wrote in "Resurgam" of
Memoirs of My Dead Life:

"A man cannot lament two women at the same time, and
only a month ago the most beautiful thing that had ever
appeared in my life, an idea which I knew from the first I was
destined to follow, had appeared to me, had stayed with me
for a while, and had passed from me . . . Never one but she had
the indispensable quality of making me feel I was more
intensely alive when she was by me than I was when she was
away."

If thus the facts fell out, Moore injured the women he loved
with the worst possible hurt in causing the man of her heart to
retreat from her, but characteristically it was himself whom he
considered the injured party. In "Resurgam" he wrote of her
as if she was the one woman who ever moved him to real passion,
as indeed she was the only one whom he seriously thought of
marrying, but his tenderness for her was less than pity for his
injured vanity, and did not deter him from caricaturing what he
conceived to be her worst failing in Mildred Lawson, the first
of the three stories contained in Celibates, the book with which he
followed Esther Waters in 1895:

"Her appearance pleased her, and she wondered if she were
worth a man's life. She was a dainty morsel, no doubt, so
dainty that life was unendurable without her. But she was
wronging herself, she did not wish him to kill himself . . .
Men had done so before for women ... if it came to the point,
she would do everything in her power to prevent such a thing.
She would do everything, yes, everything except marry him.
She couldn't settle down to watch ham painting pictures. She
wanted to paint pictures herself. Would she succeed? He
didn't think so, but that was because he wanted her to marry
him. And, if she didn't succeed, she would have to marry him
or someone else. She would have to live with a man, give up